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ZONING NOTICE 
AUGUST 17, 2026 ZONING HEARING BOARD MEETING  

 
ZONING HEARING Z-2026-13 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Conshohocken Zoning Hearing Board will conduct a public 
hearing on August 17, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. prevailing time. The meeting will be held at Borough Hall, 
located at 400 Fayette Street, Conshohocken, PA 19428.  
 
At this time, the Conshohocken Zoning Hearing Board will hear testimony and accept evidence on the 
following petition:  
 
PETITIONER: Jason Gross and Katie McMenamin 
 124 East 4th Avenue, Conshohocken, PA 19428 
       
PREMISES INVOLVED:  124 East 4th Avenue, Conshohocken, PA 19428 
     Conshohocken, PA 19428   
     BR-1 – Borough Residential District 1  
      
OWNER OF RECORD: Jason Gross and Katie McMenamin  
 124 East 4th Avenue, Conshohocken, PA 19428 
 
The petitioner is seeking a Variance from Sections 27-811.C.(1) and 27-811.C.(2).(b) of the 
Conshohocken Borough Zoning Ordinance of 2001 to permit the extension and conversion of an 
existing approximately 607 SF detached garage into a two (2) story multi-purpose/home office space 
use which will exceed the 15 ft maximum building height permitted for an accessory garage structure 
with a peak roof and where the use of the garage shall be limited to the parking of vehicles.  
 
Interested parties are invited to participate in the hearing. Anyone requiring special accommodations to 
attend should contact the Conshohocken Borough Administration Office at 610-828-1092 or 
zoning@conshohockenpa.gov as soon as possible for arrangements. 
 

If you have questions regarding the above prior to the meeting, please contact the Borough at 
zoning@conshohockenpa.gov. 
 
Thank you,  
Zoning Hearing Board 
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Date:  August 12, 2026 
 
To:  Stephanie Cecco, Brittany Rogers 
 
From:  Allison A. Lee, PE  
 
Re:  124 East Fourth Avenue – Zoning Determination 
 
History of the Site:  
 
124 East Fourth Avenue (PARID: 05-00-04304-00-2) is an existing 5,600 SF parcel located within the BR-1 
– Borough Residential District 1. 
 
The parcel is improved with an existing two and a half (2½) story single-family detached dwelling. 
Additional site improvements include an existing 31’-6.75” wide x 19’-2.75” long (approximately 607 SF) 
detached three (3)-car garage with access from an unnamed alley located to the rear of the property. 
According to Montgomery County property records, the existing dwelling was constructed in circa 1875. 
  
The property is fronted by East Fourth Avenue (80’ feet right-of-way) to the South; a twenty (20’) feet 
wide unnamed alley to the North; and residential properties on all remaining sides.  
 
Current Request:   
 
The Applicants, Jason Gross and Katie McMenamin, are proposing to make renovations to the existing 
rear detached three (3)-car garage to extend the height of the garage to 18’-3 ½” in height from the ground 
surface to the peak of the roof, and to convert the garage to provide for a home office on the upper floor 
and a multipurpose room with bathroom and storage on the ground floor.  
 
The Applicants are seeking a Variance from Sections §27-811.C.(1) and §27-811.C.(2).(b) of the 
Conshohocken Borough Zoning Ordinance of 2001 to permit the extension and conversion of an 
existing approximately 607 SF detached garage into a two (2) story multi-purpose/home office space 
use which will exceed the 15 ft maximum building height permitted for an accessory garage structure 
with a peak roof and where the use of the garage shall be limited to the parking of vehicles.  
 
Zoning Determination:   
 
Pursuant to Section §27-702.B, a nonconforming building or structure is a lawful building or structure 
that does not conform to the height, location, size, bulk, or other dimensional requirements applicable 
within the zoning district in which it is located. The existing dwelling is classified as a nonconforming 
structure because it does not comply with the following accessory use dimensional standards: 
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1. In accordance with Section §27-811.C, a freestanding accessory building shall not exceed 350 
SF. However, a private garage designated solely for the parking of vehicles shall be permitted 
to be a maximum of 450 SF in area, provided that the expanded size for garage is to permit 
adequate space for the parking of at least two (2) vehicles and the use of the garage shall be 
limited to the parking of vehicles. Based on the garage schematic floor plans provided with 
the zoning application, the existing 31’-6.75” wide x 19’-2.75” long (approximately 607 SF) 
detached three (3)-car garage exceeds the maximum 450 SF size permitted for a freestanding 
accessory building; therefore, the existing building is considered an existing nonconforming 
building.   

 
Pursuant to Section §27-703.A, lawful nonconforming uses, lots, and structures may continue until 
brought into compliance with the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance. The Applicants are not 
proposing any modifications to the existing garage footprint. Accordingly, the existing nonconforming 
garage may continue pursuant to Section §27-703.A. 
 
Per Section §27-703.D of the Borough Zoning Ordinance, physical expansion of a nonconforming building 
or building housing a nonconforming use shall be permitted only one time and shall be limited to 25% of 
the gross floor area of the existing building. Since the Applicants are proposing to increase the height of 
the garage to add a second story that will be approximately 329.44 SF in size, the total physical expansion 
of the nonconforming building will increase by approximately 54%, which is greater than the maximum 
25% physical expansion limit permitted, a variance from Section §27-703.D will be required.  
 
Pursuant to Sections §27-703.E.(5) & (6)(a) of the Borough Zoning Ordinance, a nonconforming building 
may be expanded only in compliance with §27-703(E)(6) of the Zoning Ordinance and extension and/or 
expansion as permitted in §27-703(E)(1) through (5), shall be permitted only by special exception in 
accordance with Part 6 [Zoning Hearing Board] of the Zoning Ordinance, only to the extent that all new 
construction shall comply with the dimensional standards of the district in which the use is located or 
the district in which the use is permitted, whichever is more restrictive.  Therefore, the Applicants are 
required to seek a Special Exception pursuant to Section §27-703.E.(6)(a) for approval by the 
Conshohocken Borough Zoning Hearing Board to permit the extension and expansion of the 
nonconforming garage building. 
 
Pursuant to Section §27-811.C.(1), any freestanding building used for an accessory use shall not exceed 
350 square feet in area or 15 feet in height if the structure has a peak roof or 10 feet in height if it has a 
flat roof. The garage schematic elevation section plan is showing a garage height from the ground surface 
to the top of the peak roof at 18’-3 ½” and a pitched roof slope of 5 vertical to 12 horizontal.  
 
Per Section §27-202, the height of a building is defined as, “the vertical distance measured from the average 
elevation of the existing grade at the location of the building to the highest point of a flat or multilevel roof or, for 
gable, hip or gambrel roofs, to the mean height between the eaves and ridge. Chimneys, spires and similar projections 
not intended for human occupancy shall be excluded. Parapet wall, ornamental cupolas and domes not intended for 
human occupancy may exceed the maximum building height not greater than eight feet.” 
 
Based on the schematic elevation section plan provided, the proposed building height to the mean height 
of the sloped roof will be approximately 15’-9 ½” by definition, which is above the maximum 15 ft height 
permitted for an accessory building with a peak roof; therefore, a variance from Section §27-811.C.(1) 
will be required. 

https://ecode360.com/14317611#14317611
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Per Section §27-811.C.(2)(a), the use of the garage shall be limited to the parking of vehicles. The 
Applicants are proposing to convert the existing garage to provide for a home office on the upper floor 
and a multipurpose room with bathroom and storage on the ground floor, which are not permitted for a 
garage since the garage is limited to only the parking of vehicles; therefore, a variance from Code Section 
§27-811.C.(2)(a) is required for the proposed change in use of the garage. 
 
Since the existing garage will be converted and no longer used for off-street parking, the Applicants shall 
clarify how the off-street parking will be provided on the site pursuant to Section §27-2002. Since the 
existing garage will be altered with a change in the garage use, a minimum of at least two (2) off-street 
parking spaces will be required for residential dwellings with more than one (1) bedroom.  
 
Since the Applicants are not proposing any changes to the existing building footprint of the garage, 
therefore, there will be no change in the existing building and impervious coverages for the site.  
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4$ Fayette Sfreet, Suite 200, Conshohocken, PA 19428

Phone (610) 828-LW2 Fax (610) 828-0y20

Zoning Application

1. Application is hereby made for:

Special Exception arlance

Application: 7- 00ab- t3
Date Submitted:

Date Received:

7 b

b

f]epp"rl of the decision of the zoning officer

Use approrral Interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance

Other

Section of the ZorungOrdinance from which relief is requested:

27 -81 1.C.(1 ) and 27 -81 1.C.(2Xa)

3. Address of the property, which is the subject of the application:

124 E 4th Ave

4. App licant,s Name: Jason Gross & Katie McMenamin

Address: 124 E 4th Ave

Phone Number (daytime): (215) 962-s10s

E_mail Address: katiermcmenamin@gmail.com

5. Applicant is (check one): Legal OwnerPl Equitabte Ownerf]; f

6. Property Owner: Jason Gross & Katie McMenamin

Address: 124 E 4th Ave

(610) 509-4645Phone Number:

E-mail Address: jpgross@gmail.com

1

7. Lot Dimensions: 4oft x 14olt District: BR-1



8. Has there been previous zoning relief requested in connection with this Property?

Yes No r' If yes, please describe.

9 Please describe the present use of the property including any existing improvements
and the dimensions of any structures on the property.

Residential 2360 sq ft single family home with detached 3-car garage (31' 6.75" x 19' 2.1?\. Ho.use underwent lull
renovation (floor pldn adjuistment, plumbing, electric, hvac, kitchen/bath) in 201S.though the original structure and
detail was rbtaindd as prissible. Cbnduit buried during house renovation allowed for power to be introduced to the
garage alongside structural repair work done in 2020.

Please describe the proposed use of the property.

Convert existing detached garage into a two story multipurpose / home office space

Please describe proposal and improvements to the property in detail.

Renovate or replace existing detached garage with 2-story struclure of same footprinl Upstairs is to serve as a
home otfice, dciwnstairs split between a multlpurpose room, bathroom, and storage. Garage, currently has power
but will need water and sdwer access. The d'ecision between a teardown and renovation will be based on the the
integrity of the current structure and its ability to support the addition; the location on property and overall footprint
will be the same regardless.

10.

11.

)



12.

13. If a !4{44qe is being requested, please describe the following:

The unique characteristics of the property The house is currently 3 stories

Please describe the reasons the Applicant believes that the requested relief should be
granted.

Th€ need lor additional living space has been motivated by both our growth to a family ol 6 and a transition
permanent work-from-home roie after COVID. Allowinq u6 lo expand-into the oaraoe'allows us to keeo our familv in
anr home and also better ulilize our property. Currentlt. the garage is divided-mto bays that are not laige or deefr
enough to accommodale many modern cars: becausebf thiiandlhe lack ol wrnter maintenance of thealleyway: il
ends up being wasled space as its utility lor storing vehicles rs timiled. lf the requesled reliel is qranted, it tiroviaes
us.a way 1o obtain the addilional livin_g space we require as well as more comptele utilization of the property without
a drastic impact on the look or feel of the neighborhood

a

14.

+ 2 story addition, with a basement too shallow to finish, leaving little option for expansion except the garage

b. How the Zoning Ordinance unreasonably restricts development of the property:
The awkward size of the currenl slructure leaves us wilh soace lhal we are not able lo use effectivelv. and a
garage facing an alley in the mrddle ol a block is of limited use regardless given the lack ol winter maintenancc.

c. How the proposal is consistent with the character of the surrounding

neiehborhood.
The proposal is replacing an existing structure and adding 3.5' feet ol height; with the church and two existing
multi-story garages in the alleyway, this additional height is not out oI chaiacter for the block.

d. Why the requested relief is the minimum required to reasonably use the

property; and why the proposal could not be less than what is proposed.
The height expansion to 18' 3.5" provides a second floor with a sloped roof, allowing for lhe use ol that seclnd
story with only a minimal bump to the overall height ol the structure.

The following section should be completed if the applicant is contesting the
determination of the zoning officer.

a. Please indicate the section of the zoning ordinance that is the subject of the
zoning officer's decision (attach any written correspondence relating to the
determination).

fio'( oenl,c,oJl"
!t

,



i.r^:l\rlhrr|!.!r1r ri l

b. Please explain in detail the reasons why you disagree with the zoning office/s
determination.

If the applicant is being represented by an attorney, please provide the following
information.

a. Attomey's Name:

b. Address:

nct a apliruLJ"

c. Phone Number:

d. E-mail Address:

na+ qyhoabl"

no+ app\; c"b"

b. Please indicate the section of the ZontngOrdinance related to the relief b"ing
requested.t 

l', ,oLl,hot otpp,

c. Please describe in detail the reasons why the requested relief should be granted.

not Wl; caLle

.. rt\ .r !,i.)r /rr.rr.*.-r

15. If the Applicant is requesting any other type of relief, please complete the following
section.

a Type of relief that is being requested by the applicant.

16.

lt

4



I/we hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge, all of the above statements contained in
this Zoning Application and any papers or plans submitted with this application to the

are true and

G\

/,,1, lT Jo;r-
"^r{'d

. COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY

;,As?tbocribed and sworn to before me this

dtuw 20at4.

day of

(Y^ tt rrfid)--l lot 
^ 

tr
Notary Public -v--- |

(Seal)

4O0 Fayette Street, Suite 200 | Conshohocken, PA 19428 | Phone: (610) 828-1092 | Fax: (610) 828- 0920 | www.conshohockenpa.org
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BOROUGH OF CONSHOHOCIGN
400 Fayette Strect, Suitc 2fi), Conshohocken ,PA L%28

Phone (610) 828-LW2 Fax (610) 828-0920

Decision

(For Borough Use Orly)

Application Granted Application Denied

MOTION

CONDITIONS:

BY ORDER OF THE ZONING HEARING BOARD

Yes

DATE OF ORDER:

No

tr

tr

tr

tr

4O0FayetteStreet,Suite200 | Conshohocken,PAl9428lPhone:(610)828-1092lFax:(610)828-0920lwww.conshohockenpa.org
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